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A watershed Is Ilke a funnel that collects runoff

watershed is like a fun-
nel that collects runoff

from surroundingareasand -
-drains to a receivihg water |
resource (Iake stréam or

river),

Nearly everythmg that

-runs off yards in the water-
shed, leaves, grass clippings,
fertiiizers cigarette ‘buts,
and soil, ‘travels through
the streets and storm sew-
ers and into a receiving

water resource (a lake: like -

. Bone, Comf01t or Forest).
For example, the Forest

- Lake watershed extends for.

~miles from the lake’s shore,
-In f‘act runoff from as far
. away as 230th St. N.- and
’ Mannmg Trail N ends up
. inthelake. = -

The actual 31ze of the
Forest Lake watershed is
roughly 8,160 acrés. This
. resultsin a 3.6 to 1 ratio of
watershed area to lake sur-
face area for the 2 220 acre
lake, :

The larger the ratio, the,
larger the stress from pol-
lutants the laKe receives,

For comparison, Com-
fort Lake, has roughly a 88

to 1 Watershed to lake Bur-

face area ratlo

In other words “you

-don’t have to live on a lake
to have an effect on a water .

resairce. Everyone lives in

a watershed

'YARD IMPACT

* While normal lawn wa-

tering or rainfall is ben-
eficial, intense ram or ex--
- cessive lrmgatlon creates

runoff which carries fertil-

-izers; pesticides, soil, leaves

grass’ clippings -and other

debris to the ‘streets and

storm drains and into the
receiving water resource.

That’s why | hea]thy

yard is the first step toward

a heaithy lake. Maintain-

ing a healthy landscape will
- help prevent runoff.

" thesé

Seed bare spots on your
yard to prevent soil ero-

- gion. Point drain spouts
away from foundations and- -

paved surfaces and onio

- your yard

Before you apply fertil-
© izers and pesticides to our
lawn, always read the la--
beled instructions. Never.-
pour leftover fertilizer or.

pesticides
* drains, and clean up spﬂls'

down storm

unmedlately
- Also, keep leaves and

grass clippings off paved

surfaces.. Nutrients from

dauiage our Jakes.”
Bag your leaves for eol—

leetlon or better yet com- -

post them Grass clippings
can be safely left on your

lawn. In fact, nutrients that

harim a lake are beneﬁCIal
to a lawn.

"When grass clippings or
leaves are left.in the street,
they are easily washed nto

organic - matenals )
& _-plants dont get. the sun-

light they need, and fish
" don’t get the oxygen they

storm drams and into the

~lake.

These organic materi—
als begin to decay immedi-
atély. So, even if the lawn
clippings do not make it to
the lake, the nutrients they
release as they decay will
make it. These nutrients
harm our lakes by pmmot—
ing the growth of excessive

-algae  and aquatic = veg-

etation growth: The algae
form a scumn on the water’s.
surface that creates an un-
pleasant odor. But more
importantly, the scum suf-
focates . the -lake; - Aquatic

need:

Remember that even if
you don't live next to a lake,

you live in a watershed,
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