A watershed is the area within the geographic

boundaries of land that drain into a surface water
feature such as a stream, river, or lake and
contributes to the recharge of groundwater.

Watersheds are divided by areas of higher elevation
that cause the drainage patterns of surface water
within the watershed.

There are 81 major watersheds in Minnesota, some
of which overlap into adjoining states. Together,
these watersheds make up the State's ten drainage
basins. The Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed
is a sub-watershed of the St. Croix River Watershed
and is located in southern Chisago County.

Because water is continually moving, it is a

resource that tends to be more difficult to manage
on the basis of linear political boundaries.

Municipal and county lines, based on the

rectangular grid of original government surveyg, ar

not often well suited for the management of water
resources.

The Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed
District encompasses roughly 47 square miles in
northern Washington County and southern
Chisago County, including the Cities of Forest
Lake, Scandia, Wyoming, and Wyoming

Township. The watershed outlets to the northwest
to the Sunrise River, which flows northeast

through Chisago County before discharging to the
St. Croix River.

The District is unique because the south portion
of the watershed lies within Washington County

and the seven-county metropolitan area. The
northern portion extends into Chisago County

beyond the metropolitan area boundary and is the
only watershed district in the state that transects
both metropolitan and outstate counties. Roughly
60 percent of the watershed lies in Washington
County and 40 percent lies in Chisago County.

The Mission of the District is to protect and

conserve its water resources. The District intends
to use sound scientific water management
approaches, technologies, and methods to
develop a uniform, integrated approach to water
management within a rapidly changing and
urbanizing area.

The goal of the Comfort Lake — Forest Lake
Watershed District is to enhance the quality of the
water resources within the watershed. The
District seeks to carry out this goal through peibli
information and education, analysis of the causes
of harmful impacts on the water resources, and
through the development and enforcement of
District rules and regulations.

Objectives of the Comfort Lake — Forest Lake
Watershed District include:

Protect and improve surface and
groundwater quality

Prevent erosion of soil in surface water
systems

Minimize public capital expenditures to
correct flooding and water quality
problems

Protect, preserve and use natural surface
and groundwater storage and retention
systems

Establish uniform local policies and
official controls for water management

Promote groundwater recharge

Promote and encourage partnerships
among the District, County, County
SWCDs, and municipalities

For more information please contact
District Administrator/Limnologist
Randy Anhorn, 651.209.9753
randy.anhorn@clflwd.org
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