MEETING AGENDA FOR THE CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OF THE COMFORT LAKE-FOREST LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT
Tuesday, October 1st, 2019
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District
44 Lake Street South, Suite A, Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025

1. Watershed Activities Update [District Staff]
a) 9-26-19 Administrator’s Report
b) Other
2. CAC Recruitment [Committee]
3. Committee Initiatives [Committee]
4. Election of Chairperson [Committee]

44 Lake St. South, Suite A
Forest Lake, MN 55025
651-395-5850 | info@clflwd.org

Mike Kinney
Administrator/M.S.
651.395.5855
Michael.Kinney@clflwd.org

TO:
DATE:
RE:

44 Lake Street South, Suite A
Forest Lake, MN 55025

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) Board of Managers
September 19, 2019
District Administrator’s Report for the September 26th Regular Board Meeting

Administration (1000 series)

•

1001 – Board Administration
o MAWD Resolutions: Staff submitted two proposed resolutions to the MN
Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD), as discussed by the Board Incorporating Soil Management Best Practices into Groundwater Appropriation
Permits and Incorporating Nutrient Management into State Funded Practices.
o MAWD Annual Meeting & Trade Show: Registration for this year’s MAWD
conference will soon be open. Staff ask that Managers check their calendars for
December 5th – 7th and provide an initial indication of their plans to attend.

•

1003 – General Administration
o Budget software: Staff is still in the process of reviewing and contracting for Sage
Intacct accounting and budgeting software. We hope to have the new software in
place by the end of this year and up and running well in advance of the 2021
budgeting process.
o Staffing Update:


Program Coordinator, Blayne Eineichner, started with the District on
Friday, August 30th



Seasonal Technician, Trey Jonas, started with the District on Wednesday,
September 4th and was able to complete several hours of training with Erin
prior to her departure.



Permitting Coordinator, Erin Edison, completed her last day with the
District on Friday, September 6th.



Program Coordinator, Roxanne Robertson, will start with the District on
Tuesday, September 24th.

o Garrett has registered for the 2019 BWSR Academy and will attend all three days
of workshops from October 29th to October 31st.
o Blayne, Trey, and Roxanne will all be completing the EL1001 Construction
Installer course through the University of Minnesota on Tuesday, September 24th.
o Mike will be presenting and attending the U of M Water Resources Conference on
October 15th and 16th.
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Programs (3000 series)

•

3002 – Permitting
o See Permitting Update attachment for administrative updates.

o With the recent resignation of Permitting Coordinator, Erin Edison, staff have been
working together to fill in permitting assignments while working on hiring her
replacement. A job posting has been released and several applications have been
received so far. The District’s new Seasonal Technician, Trey Jonas, has been
interested in learning more about permitting and has been very involved in the
permitting program since he started his position. Jason Kuenen, Seasonal
Technician, continues to perform most construction site inspections and associated
reports.

•

3003 – Monitoring and Data Assessment
o DIY monitoring - next steps include the development of a sampling plan and
continued work identifying additional volunteers that may be interested in the
program.

•

3004 – Non-Point Source Pollution Abatement (Cost-Share)
o Garrett and Casey Thiel confirmed that Julie Larson completed her plant grant
project according to the project plans on September 5th. Julie submitted her native
plant receipts the same day and is awaiting reimbursements for her purchases.
o On September 13th, Garrett Miller visited JeanAnn Fenrich’s property to view her
plant grant project. Garrett confirmed that the project was completed according to
the plans developed by Julie, Casey Theil, and Peterson Companies. Her receipts
were collected and will be processed for reimbursement.
o Garrett and Tara Kline visited Mike Law’s property on August 20th and confirmed
his native planting followed the approved project plans. Receipts were collected
from Mike for reimbursement.
o Currently, there are four scheduled plant grant site visits in the District. Garrett will
accompany Tara Kline on these visits as availability allows.
o Angie Hong and Tara Kline are planning to conduct door knocking surveys on
Forest Lake to gauge landowner interest and project feasibility on September 25th
and October 1st. Staff will assist was outreach as availability allows. With the
tornado on Bone Lake and associated changes to the shoreline in some areas, some
of this effort may be redirected to address these sites.

•

3005 – Education and Outreach
o A local Girl Scout troop has reached out to the District regarding opportunities for
an outdoor “take action” project. The girls seem most interested in creating a
promotional video for adopt-a-drain. Jessica has been coordinating with the troop
leaders and arranged for the girls to interview Lauren Haydon from EMWREP
about the purpose of stormdrains and how the adopt-a-drain program works.
o Jessica and Trey visited Lakes International Language Academy (LILA) on
Wednesday, September 18th to talk to students about stormwater. They presented
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to all six 4th grade classes and tasked the students with researching more on the
topic and come up with creative ways to educate and inspire their neighbors to be
mindful of stormwater. Jessica and Trey will return to LILA on the 26th to conduct
an interactive activity with the students in which they will be able to utilize their
newfound knowledge of stormwater to create works of educational art on the
sidewalks in front of the school. This is the fourth consecutive year that District
staff have visited the 4th grade classrooms at LILA.
o The Lee and Rose Warner Nature Center, will close at the end of the year per this
article in the paper. http://www.startribune.com/warner-nature-center-in-st-croixvalley-to-close-at-end-of-year/559520892/
o Events


On September 19th, Garrett co-hosted an aquatic plant education booth with
Chisago County Water Resources at the Chisago County Children’s Water
Festival. This is the fourth year the District has participated in the festival.

Anniversary Events
• District Tour: Scheduled for Saturday, September 21st from 8:00am
– 12:00pm. Participants will arrive at the District office and board a
transit bus for the tour which will visit several project locations
around the District.
• Open House: A press release was sent to local newspapers
advertising the upcoming Moody and Shields alum treatments and
the District’s September 23rd open house. The general anniversary
open house will run from about 2-5 pm, then around 5-7 pm more
alum-specific information will be presented to those in attendance.
Moody and Shields residents were invited to the open house to learn
more about the alum treatments. The District office will also be open
to the public throughout the week of the 23rd with trivia questions,
handouts, and treats.
o Publications


•



20 years of water protection by Angie Hong. Published online and in print.
https://eastmetrowater.org/2019/09/07/comfort-lake-forest-lakewatershed-district-celebrates-20-years-of-water-protection/



More articles by Angie Hong available online at https://eastmetrowater.org/

3006 – Technical Resource Sharing and Interagency Communication
o 3006F Watershed Management Plan (WMP) Update: This item was discussed at
the September 12th regular board meeting.
o In addition to Mgrs. Anderson and Spence, Blayne and I attended the Washington
County Water Consortium on September 4th. The one watershed one plan
implementation actions were reviewed and discussed.
o Blayne attended the MNDNR Floodplain and shoreline management training on
September 16th. Topics included shoreline regulations, permitting, online mapping
resources, and higher standards for shoreline and floodplain protection.
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o Blayne attended the St. Croix Watershed Improvement Program BPM Tour on
September 17th. The tour visited 4 recent projects including 2 gully stabilizations,
a prairie restoration and stormwater retrofit project. Information requested
pertaining to the site selection process and cost-benefit analysis is still pending.
•

3007 – Research
o Claros: The initial in-lake trials for the Clarsorb material has been completed. The
early indications are that there likely wasn’t enough water flowing through the
material to adsorb as much P as could be held based on lab results. Claros has sent
the samples to another lab for independent quantification. Additional samples have
been fabricated for the purposes of deploying them behind moving boats in several
lakes to compare results. An additional stream site configuration is being designed
for a longer deployment.

•

3008 – Measurement of Progress

•

3009 – Grant Research and Preparation
o Two Clean Water Fund grant applications were submitted in early September.
Recommended grant awards expect to be announced sometime in December.


Washington Judicial Ditch 6 Headwaters Iron-Enhanced Sand Filter, grant
request: $747,400.



Sunrise River Drained Wetland Restoration (Tax Forfeit Properties), grant
request: $492,000.

o Staff was informed that its application to participate in round 2 of the MN Pollution
Control Agency’s (MPCA) relatively new Section 319 Small Watersheds Focus
grant program was denied. Staff considered applying for round 1 in 2018 but
decided against it due to staff turnover and workload demands at the time. Our
application for round 2 this year seemed very strong, with a very promising
interview between staff and MPCA. MPCA indicated that the selection process was
very difficult given the interest and capacity demonstrated in the site visit
conversations for all 20 candidate watersheds. Apparently CLFLWD was 1 point
away from selection, and watersheds heavily focused on drinking water took
priority. MPCA will select additional groups of 10 small watersheds in 2020, and
2021, to bring the total number of Focus watersheds to 40. CLFLWD may reapply
next year.
•

3010 – Operations and Maintenance
o Staff began the annual routine of preparing for the Moody Lake aerator permit with
the Department of Natural Resources.
o A review of the O&M Plan for the Bone Lake Fish Barrier will conducted in the
coming months so as to inform a similar document for the Shields Lake Fish Barrier
and also evaluate the timing of placement and removal of stop logs.

•

3011 – Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management
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o Garrett attended the MAISRC AIS Research and Management Showcase on
September 18th. Mgr. Schmaltz, CAC member Jerry Grundtner, and FLLA board
member Doug Joens also attended.
o By the end of September, Garrett anticipates conducting a full lake early detection
survey on Lake Keewahtin for new invasive species such as Eurasian watermilfoil,
flowering rush, and starry stonewort. Additionally, he will document the
distribution of purple loosestrife on the lake.
o On September 23rd, the Minnesota DNR plans to conduct a final survey of Bone
Lake for zebra mussels. They have scheduled for a veliger tow and potential scuba
dives in high priority areas. District staff has agreed to assist with surveying efforts
on this date.
o On September 10th, Garrett Miller and Mike Kinney met with Mary Newman from
WSB at the CLFLWD office to discuss the final details of the planned carp removal.
It is anticipated that the removal will be completed by the end of September with
work set to begin during the week of September 23rd.
o Due to hiring and retention difficulties, CLFLWD currently has one remaining
watercraft inspector that has committed to work until the end of the season. Despite
this, the District has already achieved the goal number of hours for Comfort and
Bone Lakes. With the aid of Chisago inspectors, staff is optimistic that the District
will be close to achieving Forest Lake’s goal number of inspection hours by the end
of the season.
o Staff is currently drafting an addendum to the existing PLM contract to include the
work that will be completed to treat the non-native phragmites population near
Bone Lake.
o On Tuesday, September 17th, Garret, Emily and I participated in a MAISRC phone
call in which they are pulling together carp management information so as to
potentially consider partnering for future management research.
Projects (5000 series)

•

5200 Lakes
o Moody Lake: Informational mailers will soon be sent to surrounding residents with
information about the upcoming second phase of the Moody Lake alum treatment.
Other preparations for the alum treatment including coordination with the
applicator, HAB Aquatic Solutions, and Chisago Lakes Township are underway.
The
o Bone Lake: Garrett is scheduled to attend the Bone Lake Association meeting on
September 24th and provide general AIS updates.
o Forest Lake:


Discussion pertaining the plant harvester activities continued this past
month.
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As requested, EOR reviewed the 6th St. dead-end street project. With the
increased street sweeping, the current design only resulted in an increased
cost per lb. of P reduced. Future analysis of other options will be considered.

o School Lake:


Staff conducted a field investigation of the School Lake outlet (culvert) on
August 26th. The culvert was partially plugged with beaver debris such as
to impede flow. Further discussion with the DNR suggests that a ‘floodplain
culvert’ be installed to allow higher events and/or blockage in the main
culvert to still allow the water to leave the lake and prevent flooding. Staff
will add this to future workload items to discuss with the Board. The DNR
staff also followed up with the resident who reported the higher water level.

o Shields Lake:

•



The bid opening for the alum treatment is scheduled for Friday, September
20th.



Alum Treatment: Informational mailers will soon be sent to surrounding
residents with information about the upcoming first phase of the Shields
Lake alum treatment. The project was ordered and authorized to solicit bids
at the September 5th special board meeting. Bid solicitation is underway.



Stormwater Harvest and Irrigation Reuse Project: Repair work began on
September 17th and consists of installing additional drain tile and replanting
areas of the driving range that had poor vegetation establishment. Blayne
has taken pre-project site photos.

5400 Wetlands
o Bone Lake wetland Legacy Load monitoring Statement of Work received from
EOR on September 18th and is included in this Board Packet.
o Mike has requested that EOR evaluate a modified design concept for use at a
particular site within the Bone Lake Wetland Restoration effort.

•

5800 Interagency Communication
o Lower St. Croix (LSC) One Watershed One Plan (1W1P): Administrator Kinney
and Manager Schmaltz presented on Prioritized, Targeted and Measurable (PTM)
and cost-benefit analysis at the August 26th Policy Committee meeting. Staff
submitted “pre-work” materials in advance of the September 12th Advisory
Committee meeting. The next Policy Committee meeting is schedule for September
30th at 4:00 pm.
o Watershed Based Funding: Staff reviewed and provided comments to the Board of
Water and Soil Resources on the Watershed-based Implementation Funding
program draft policy.
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2019 Chisago County Children’s Water Festival – AIS Booth hosted by CLFLWD and
Chisago County Water Resources.
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18-011

Administrative Updates

Liberty Ponds SFH 01
LMD: Little Comfort Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious: N/A
Project Summary: The proposed project will build a single-family home with associated driveway on

18-020

a 2-acre lot, resulting in approximately 0.09 acres of impervious cover.
Applied: 5/10/18
Approved: 5/30/18
Active: 5/30/18

18-022

a 0.90-acre lot, resulting in approximately 0.09 acres of impervious cover.

18-031

approximately 0.096 acres of impervious cover. The driveway is existing. The project will move more
than 50 CY of material and remove more than 5,000 square feet of vegetative cover. Construction on this
project is already underway.
Applied: 7/18/18
Approved: 10/15/18
Active: 10/15/18
Closed Out: 8/29/19

18-032

in approximately 0.1 acres of new impervious surface. The project will move more than 50CY of soil and
disturb more than 5,000 square feet of vegetative cover.
Applied: 8/20/18
Approved: 9/6/18
Active: 9/6/18
Closed Out: 8/29/19

19-019

resulting in approximately 0.1 acres of new impervious surface. The project will move more than 50CY of
soil and disturb more than 5,000 square feet of vegetative cover.
Applied: 8/22/19
Approved: 9/6/18
Active: 9/6/18
Closed Out:8/29/19

19-025

that has been completed on 0.2 acres between two properties. The project disturbed more than 5,000
square feet of vegetative cover.
Applied: 6/21/19
Approved: 7/11/19
Active: 7/11/19
Closed Out: 9/4/19

19-026

preparation for a garage and associated driveway. The project will move more than 50CY of soil and
disturb more than 5,000 square feet of vegetative cover.

19-027

driveway on a 69.3-acre lot. The project will move more than 50CY of soil and disturb more than 5,000
square feet of vegetative cover.
Applied: 8/23/19
Approved: 8/29/19
Active: 9/5/19
Closed Out: N/A

19-028

Closed Out: 8/15/19
Liberty Ponds SFH 06
LMD: Little Comfort Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious: N/A
Project Summary: The proposed project will build a single-family home with associated driveway on
Applied: 6/7/18
Approved: 6/29/18
Active: 6/29/18
Closed Out: 8/15/19
Groff SFH
LMD: Forest Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious: 0.096
Project Summary: The proposed project will build a single-family home, on a 0.4-acre lot resulting in

Liberty Ponds SFH 10
LMD: Little Comfort Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious: 0.1
Project Summary: The proposed project will build a single-family residence on a 1-acre lot resulting
Liberty Ponds SFH 11
LMD: Little Comfort Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious: 0.1
Project Summary: The proposed project will build a single-family residence on a 1.7-acre lot

Saunders Grading
LMD: Forest Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious: 0.4
Project Summary: This is an after-the-fact permit for a grading and shoreline improvement project
Gross Building Pad
LMD: Forest Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious:0.0
Project Summary: The proposed project will grade approximately 0.25 acres of a 5.52-acre lot in
Applied: 8/19/19
Approved: 8/29/19
Active: 8/29/19
Closed Out: N/A
Houle SFH
LMD: Bone Lake
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
New Impervious:
Project Summary: The proposed project will build a single-family residence and associated
A-1 Mini-Storage
Applicable Rules: 2.0, 3.0, 9.0, 10.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 8/26/19
Approved: N/A
Shoreview Two Subdivision

LMD: Comfort Lake
New Impervious: 0.67
Active: N/A
LMD: Comfort Lake

Closed Out: N/A

Page 2 of 3 | Permitting Program Update (08/15/19 – 09/19/19)

19-029

19-030

19-031

19-032

19-033

Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 8/27/19
Approved:
Radtke SFH
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 9/3/19
Approved:
Oxton SFH
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 9/9/19
Approved:
Vargas SFH
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 9/9/19
Approved:
Sklavenitis SFH
Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 8/30/19
Approved:
USS Solar Sources Solar Garden
Applicable Rules: 2.0, 3.0, 9.0
Project Summary:
Applied: 9/10/19
Approved:

New Impervious: 4.6
N/A

Active: N/A
LMD: Comfort Lake
New Impervious:

Closed Out: N/A

N/A

Active:
LMD: Forest Lake
New Impervious:

Closed Out: N/A

N/A

Active: N/A
LMD: Forest Lake
New Impervious:

Closed Out: N/A

N/A

Active: N/A
LMD: Forest Lake
New Impervious:

Closed Out: N/A

N/A

Active: N/A
LMD: Forest Lake
New Impervious:

Closed Out: N/A

Active: N/A

Closed Out: N/A

N/A
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Note: Location 18-011 also serves as the location for 18-020, 18-031, and 18-032.

9/18/2019

20 years of water protection | Forest Lake Times | hometownsource.com

https://www.hometownsource.com/forest_lake_times/years-of-water-protection/article_5d4ccf1c-d5b3-11e9-88c6-7f7d838743e8.html

20 years of water protection
Angie Hong Sep 17, 2019

It all began with a big box store. The year was 1994, and business in Forest Lake was booming. When
construction began on a Walmart store near I-35 and Broadway Avenue, however, residents six miles
north on Comfort Lake noticed a dramatic change. At the time, Comfort was known as the clearest lake
in Chisago County. Within a few months, however, nutrient-rich sediment began pouring in from the
Sunrise River, clouding the water and causing algae to spread across the lake. The store’s construction
contractors had dumped peat from the building site alongside a ditch system, originally created to dry out
land for farming, and the soil was quickly washing downstream into the river and Comfort Lake.
Over the next six months, a legal and regulatory battle ensued. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
issued an administrative order to correct the problem; the Comfort Lake Lake Association led a lawsuit
against Dresel Contracting, Inc. and Fain Companies (the builders) for violating the Federal Clean Water
Act, and the soil piles continued to ow downstream into Comfort Lake. Eventually, the lawsuit was
dismissed and the MPCA ordered the companies to pay $12,000 in civil penalties, including $6,000 to the
city of Forest Lake to conduct a diagnostic study of water quality and pollution in Comfort Lake. The
incident also set the stage for a special-purpose local unit of government known as the Comfort Lake –
Forest Lake Watershed District to become established.
“Even though a con ict was a catalyst, over the course of time, people began working together,” says
Jackie Anderson, a long-time board member who is currently serving as the watershed district’s vice chair.
“What happened here in Forest Lake isn’t unique. It happens all around the state, and it’s one of the
reasons watershed districts have come into existence.”
After the Walmart construction was complete, local government partners spent the next ve years
working to develop a collaborative solution to restore Comfort Lake and protect against future water
pollution. Along the way, they navigated challenges in Minnesota ditch law and working across county
lines inside and outside the metro area. Eventually, 74 area residents, as well as the City of Forest Lake,
Wyoming Township, Chisago County and Washington County, led a petition to the Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources to create a watershed district. The Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed
District was o cially established on September 23, 1999. Eight years later, in 2007, the district’s
designation was changed from a rural to an urban watershed district so that it could better address urban
stormwater issues.
Over the past 20 years, CLFLWD has developed a watershed management approach that is both
collaborative and science-based. “The watershed district takes a very calculated approach to restoring
degraded lakes,” says Anderson. Dividing the watershed’s 49 square miles into four lake management
districts – Bone, Comfort, Forest and Little Comfort - has made it easier to focus on projects that really
work. The total watershed includes 20 named lakes, 300 drainage ditches, 1000 wetlands, and
headwaters to the Sunrise River. Lake and stream water monitoring helps to identify places where work is
needed, and diagnostic studies pinpoint the largest sources of phosphorus so that CLFLWD can
implement water quality improvement projects that are effective and cost-e cient. “Just one pound of
phosphorus can create 500 pounds of algae in a lake,” says Anderson, “So it is really important to keep
excess phosphorus out of our lakes and streams.” The watershed district also works with its communities
to implement rules that protect lakes, streams and wetlands against erosion and runoff pollution during
construction and development.
Today, the Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District has several success stories to share. One is a
multi-year effort to restore Moody Lake in Chisago County through sh management, wetlands
restoration, projects with nearby farmers, and a recent alum treatment. The result has been a 65%
decrease in phosphorus owing into the lake, an end to persistent algae blooms, and better water quality
downstream. Nearby, Bone Lake in Scandia has enjoyed a similar transformation, improving from a water
quality grade of “F” to a “B-” over the past 10 years. Large projects have also been completed at Bixby
Park, Forest Hills Golf Club, and other locations in Forest Lake.
This September, the Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District will celebrate its 20th anniversary
with a series of events, including a district tour, an open house, and an information booth outside its Lake
Street o ce during the week of Sept. 23-27. “At its core, a spirit of cooperation has made everything
easier,” Anderson explains. “We’re all concerned about protecting our water even though we all have
different responsibilities. That spirit has never left the district.”
To learn more about the Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District, visit www.cl wd.org. To join the
district tour on Saturday, Sept. 21, 8 a.m.-noon, RSVP online or at 651-395-5858. Residents are also
encouraged to attend the open house on Monday, Sept. 23, 2-7 p.m. (come between 5-7 p.m. to learn
about alum treatments planned on Shields and Moody Lakes) or stop by during the week of Sept 23-27, 8
a.m.-5 p.m. for freebies, treats, and lake information (44 Lake Street S. in Forest Lake).

Angie Hong is an educator for East Metro Water. Contact her at 651-330-8220 x.35 or
angie.hong@mnwcd.org.
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