MEETING AGENDA FOR THE CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OF THE COMFORT LAKE-FOREST LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT
Tuesday, February 4th, 2020
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District
44 Lake Street South, Suite A, Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025

1. Watershed Activities Update [District Staff]
a) 1-23-20 Administrator’s Report
b) Other
2. Watershed Champion Award Nominations & Review Committee [District Staff]
3. 2020 Committee Goals and Initiatives [Committee]
a) Arts in the park
b) Neighborhood education signage
c) Adopt-A-Drain
d) Youth Education (FLAS partnerships)
4. Election of Chairperson [Committee]

44 Lake St. South, Suite A
Forest Lake, MN 55025
651-395-5850 | info@clflwd.org

Mike Kinney
Administrator/M.S.
651.395.5855
Michael.Kinney@clflwd.org

TO:
DATE:
RE:

44 Lake Street South, Suite A
Forest Lake, MN 55025

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) Board of Managers
January 16, 2020
District Administrator’s Report for the January 23rd Regular Board Meeting

Administration (1000 series)

•

1001 – Board Administration
o The MAWD Legislative Reception and Day at the Capitol has been scheduled for
February 20-21. The purpose of this event is to provide MAWD members with an
opportunity to build relationships with legislators and to advance issues important
for maximizing the effectiveness of local watershed management entities. The early
registration deadline is February 13th. More information is available on the MAWD
website.
o The next Metro MAWD meeting is Tuesday, January 21st at 7:00 PM at the CRWD
offices in St. Paul.

•

1003 – General Administration
o Clean Water Partnership Loan: Staff is working on semi-annual reporting for the
loan project, Adaptive Management Project Implementation, due at the end of the
month. Staff submitted the annual required Report of Outstanding Indebtedness in
early January, reporting 2019 loan disbursements totaling $282,076. Staff expects
2020 disbursements to increase sharply in response to the recent implementation of
several major projects (alum treatments, stormwater reuse completion).
o Pay Equity Report: By the end of January staff will submit its pay equity report,
which is required every three years. State law requires all public jurisdictions such
as cities, counties, school districts and watershed districts to eliminate any genderbased wage inequities in compensation and submit reports to the MN Management
and Budget Department.
o Audit: Staff is working with the accountant and auditors in preparation for the 2019
audit. Office visits from the auditor are scheduled for March 2nd and 3rd.
o Jessica participated in a webinar hosted by North Risk Partners on Thursday,
January 16th on the topic of “Form W-4 Changes & How to Conduct an HR Audit”

Programs (3000 series)

•

3002 – Permitting
o See Permitting Update attachment for administrative updates.

o Trey Jonas updated the permitting metrics charts for the 2019 progress report
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o 2020 Inspections continue at the reduced winter ratefor sites with low activity.
High activity sites remain scheduled for weekly inspections in accordance with
their permits.
•

3003 – Monitoring and Data Assessment
o The monitoring transition plan is included on the January 23rd agenda.

o Blayne, Jessica, and I visited the Rice Creek Watershed District office on January
13th to meet with their Lake and Stream Specialist, Matt Kocian, about their
monitoring program. We were also able to tour their onsite storage facility and
related equipment.
o Blayne has been compiling monitoring locations in GIS and is working with EOR
to develop additional elements of the monitoring plan.

•

3004 – Non-Point Source Pollution Abatement (Cost-Share)
o Blayne and I met with the WCD staff to discuss the ag related BMPs associated
with the Bone Lake SWA analysis and CWF grant. It is my recommendation that a
coordinated effort be implemented regarding farmer contacts since the SWCD staff
has limited experience and knowledge related to farm level financial decisions. The
goal would be to work toward adoption of practices which increase farm profits and
reduce soil runoff. Only a very small number of physical BMPs may be appropriate
in the end.

•

3005 – Education and Outreach
o The Forest Lake Lake Association (FLLA) requested help from staff in filling out
its 2019 yearend summary. Staff provided financial figures, project descriptions,
photos, and checked phosphorus reduction figures.
o Jessica attended the South Civic Engagement/Public Participation Networking &
Co-Learning Event hosted by BWSR and the MPCA on January 9th in Mankato.
o The 2019 East Metro Water Resources Education Program (EMWREP) Annual
Report has been distributed and Angie Hong has provided us with a list of
highlights for our area. These documents are attached.
o Events


The Girl Scouts “Wonder of Water Journey” hosted by Girl Scouts River
Valley (GSRV) was held on January 11th at Camp Lakamaga in Marine on
St. Croix. Over 140 Brownies (grades 2-3) attended the event. Jessica, in
partnership with a GRSV staff member, lead a station on groundwater and
global impacts. Angie Hong of EMWREP lead a station on Watersheds
utilizing an EnviroScape Model. Photos of the event can be found at the end
of this report.



Jessica met with Managers Anderson and Oknich on Wednesday, January
15th to discuss logistics for the 2020 State of the Watershed Public Meeting
and Watershed Champion Award. An update will be provided to the Board
at the January 23rd regular board meeting.
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Citizen Advisory Committee member and Master Watershed Steward, Jack
MacKenzie, will be presenting his Turf Talks again this year. They are
currently scheduled for 8:00am-11:30am on March 21st and April 4th at the
Forest Lake City Hall Community Room. Additional details on these lawn
management workshops is available on our website and social media pages.

o Publications


Ten years of hard work result in big accomplishments for local water, land,
and wildlife by Angie Hong. Published online and in print.

https://eastmetrowater.org/2019/12/31/ten-years-of-hard-work-result-inbig-accomplishments-for-local-water-land-and-wildlife/


Master Water Stewards lend a helping hand to local lakes and streams by
Angie Hong. Published online.
https://eastmetrowater.org/2019/12/23/master-water-stewards-lend-ahelping-hand-to-local-lakes-and-streams/


•

More articles by Angie Hong available online at https://eastmetrowater.org/

3006 – Technical Resource Sharing and Interagency Communication
o 3006F Watershed Management Plan (WMP) Update: The final two listening
sessions will be held January 25th and 30th. Outreach for these sessions is underway
with a targeted mailer to agricultural landowners, social media posts, and website
updates.
o Blayne attended the Jan 8 Washington Water Consortium meeting. The topic was
climate change
o Mike and Blayne attended the City of Scandia Tree and Pollinator Project meeting
on Jan 7th. The topics discussed included Lawns to Legumes grants and gravel bed
tree nurseries.

•

3007 – Research
o The District submitted a grant application to the Water Resources Center regarding
stormwater research. More information on the grant RFP can be found here:
https://www.wrc.umn.edu/stormwaterrfp

•

3008 – Measurement of Progress
o Workload Analysis & Visioning: The board selected a firm for the workload
analysis at the January 9th meeting and the service agreement will be brought to the
January 23rd meeting.
o Staff has begun work on the 2019 Progress Report and Annual Report and plans to
bring initial drafts to an upcoming board meeting.
o Per the Board’s request, staff in progress comparing 2019 actual hours from staff
timesheets to the 2019 work plan. A summary will be brought to a future meeting.
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•

3009 – Grant Research and Preparation
o Aquatic Invasive Species Grants: A memo was distributed at the January 9th
meeting regard two grant opportunities for invasive species treatments this year.
Staff is currently planning on submitting multiple applications to both programs to
fund work done by the District.
o Performance Review Assistance Program (PRAP): Immediately after the board
selected the workload analysis firm, staff re-submitted this grant application with
the updated detail. The grant request totals $10,000 (the maximum allowable
reward).
o Conservation Partners Legacy (CPL): The Shields Lake Aerator Upgrade grant
proposal was denied as DNR informed staff that apparently the aerator is not an
eligible expense. This was not brought up in the District’s early conversations with
DNR staff about the proposed project, so came as a surprise. DNR staff suggested
that we could re-submit a modified proposal for the third round of funding. The
revised proposal includes only the native shoreline restoration component of the
project with a grant request of $8,000.
o Grant Reporting: Staff is working on annual/semi-annual reporting for the
following grants, due at the end of the month: Forest Lake Diagnostic Study
Implementation, Moody Lake Alum Treatment, Bone Lake Drained Wetlands,
Shields Lake Stormwater Reuse and Alum Treatment, Forest Lake Enhanced Street
Sweeping Plan, and Moody Lake Wetland Rehabilitation. End-of-year reporting
was submitted by the December 31st deadline for the DNR (Shields Fish Barrier
Retrofit) and Washington County AIS Prevention (Forest Lake Flowering Rush
Control and Forest/Bone Lake Watercraft Inspections) grants.
o Blayne applied for a Clean Water Grant through the Minnesota Conservation Corps
to assist with the potential Hayward Ave N Cattail Harvest -requested 3 weeks of
crew time. Grant will be awarded by end of Jan.

•

3010 – Operations and Maintenance
o The Moody Lake Aerator was activated Jan 2, all signs were installed, sign
locations documented, and the O&M Manual updated with this information. The
opening in the ice was noticed after aerator activation on Jan 3.
o On January 23rd, staff plan to assist Mike Majeski (EOR staff member) with the
collection of dissolved oxygen readings on Moody and Shields Lakes.

•

3011 – Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management
o Garrett, Jessica and Emily met with Chisago County staff to review the 2019
watercraft inspection program and plan ahead for 2020.
o Planning for the 2020 AIS prevention and management program has begun. A
proposed plan will be brought to the March regular board meeting.
o On January 7, 2020, the Minnesota DNR hosted a watercraft inspection and countywide AIS coordination workshop. Garrett attended this meeting and discussed with
other LGU staff ways of improving the effectiveness of the AIS program.
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o The Chisago County Water Plan Policy Team held their first meeting of 2020 on
January 13th. Garrett attended this meeting and provided a short review of
CLFLWD’s 2019 AIS program accomplishments.
o Utilizing the location-enhanced 2019 Watercraft Inspection data organized by
Jason, Garrett worked with Trey to create a GIS map tracking the location of last
lake that a boat visited, before arriving at a lake within the district.

Projects (5000 series)

•

5200 Lakes
o Moody Lake:
o Bone Lake:

o Comfort Lake:

o Forest Lake:

o School Lake:

o Shields Lake:
•

5400 Wetlands
o Bone Lake Legacy Load soil boring data received indicating elevated phosphorus
levels in the wetland soils. EOR is sending in additional samples for further
investigation.
o Easements developed for the Dunn and Peterson Wetland restoration projects
(Bone Lake drained wetlands). Delivered to landowners for review.
o Blayne and EOR staff met with University of Minnesota professor Dr Lenhart
regarding the Hayward Cattail Harvest and a potential University research project
– the University may be interested in a student project on cattail harvest logistics
or a basic monitoring study.

•

5800 Interagency Communication
o One Watershed One Plan: Staff is working with Managers Anderson and Schmaltz
on providing input to the draft implementation plan in an attempt at aligning it
further with Prioritized, Targeted and Measurable guidelines.
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Girl scouts learning about watersheds (top) and groundwater (bottom)
6

Moody Lake aeration caution signage (top) and open water (bottom)
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Master Water Stewards lend a helping hand to local
lakes and streams
By Angie Hong | December 23, 2019

Everyone has pet peeves. It drives me crazy when people throw bottles and cans away in the garbage – especially when
the recycling container is literally right there. I also hate finding dirty socks on my kitchen counter. Or when I have to
perform evasive maneuvers to avoid getting trampled by people looking at their phones while walking.
For Stephanie Wang, it was a raingarden at a popular city park in
Woodbury that should have made her happy, but instead drove
her to frustration. “Each time I visited the park, I unnecessarily
pointed out to my better-half how sediment build-up and
overgrown plantings blocked the garden inlet. Instead of
draining, water pooled across the lot taking several parking spots
out of service,” said Wang. In the past, she would have
complained but done nothing. This summer, however, Wang felt
empowered to contact her local watershed district and the city to
plan a volunteer raingarden clean-up event. In just two hours, she
and the volunteers were able to clear-out sweet clover, ragweed,
silt and roots from the perimeter of the raingarden and resolve
the drainage issue.
Stephanie Wang is one of a growing number of citizens around
the Twin Cities area who have gotten trained and certified as
volunteer Master Water Stewards. The program was created by
the nonprofit Freshwater, as a way to engage citizens in helping
to protect our Minnesota water. Participants receive 50 hours of
training on-line and in-person, in addition to completing a capstone project to become certified. Afterwards, they
volunteer 25-50 hours per year in their communities to support local watershed work. Since 2013, 342 people have
become certified as Master Water Stewards in Minnesota.
Master Water Steward Stephanie Wang recruited her
friends to help weed a raingarden at a park in Woodbury
this summer.

Wang has been a Master Water Steward for the Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District since 2016. Early on, she
and fellow steward Anna Barker helped to install a residential raingarden at a home on Battle Creek Lake and developed
educational programming for young children in conjunction with the Woodbury Puppet Wagon. This year, the pair
organized a raingarden clean-up event at an area church, developed a STEM program about water for the R.H. Stafford
Library, and provided volunteer support for numerous community events.

In 2017, Washington Conservation District (WCD) received
a Clean Water Fund grant from the MN Board of Water and
Soil Resources to recruit and train 20 stewards in
Washington County. The grant enabled the WCD to develop
new curriculum focused on rural water issues and provided
matching funds for stewards to install clean water projects
in their communities.

Stephanie (lower right) and Anna Barker (second from left in
pink) organized a volunteer event to maintain raingardens at
Trinity Presbyterian.

Over the past two years, Washington County’s Master Water
Stewards have worked to educate the public and engage
their neighbors in a variety of projects. They have organized
raingarden clean-up events, joined Citizen Advisory
Committees, stenciled storm drains, pulled buckthorn, and
planted trees. Like Wang, the stewards are looking toward
pet peeves in their communities and developing solutions
instead of complaints.

As the snow began to fall this winter, Stephanie Wang reflected on a productive year of water work. “I am grateful to be
a part of this incredible community,” she wrote. “Isn’t it wonderful that a network of individuals would willingly contribute
their expertise, energy, and encouragement to maintain a rain garden that a majority of us did not even know about prior
to this year?”
To learn more about the Master Water Stewards program, visit masterwaterstewards.org. Freshwater is currently
recruiting stewards to participate in a special water conservation focused program, beginning in fall of 2020.

Ten years of hard work result in big accomplishments
for local water, land, and wildlife
By Angie Hong | December 31, 2019
The clock strikes midnight as another page turns over on the calendar of life. Goodbye nameless decade; hello roaring ‘20s! This week
many of us are thinking about changes in our lives over the past ten years – children born, loved ones lost, new homes, new jobs,
vacations, and special events. In the conservation world, these past ten years have also been marked by big achievements for local
water, land and wildlife.
Water monitoring studies show that more than half of the lakes in Washington County have improving water quality. Some of these
lakes have seen incremental changes – Bone Lake in Scandia and Long Lake in Stillwater crept up the charts from C to B grades –
while others have made more dramatic transitions. Moody Lake in southern Chisago County and Shields Lake in Forest Lake moved
from turbid to clear water states thanks to efforts led by the Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District. Lynch Lake in May Twp.,
considered one of the “Top 10 worst lakes” by the Metropolitan Council in 2009, rang in 2019 with a solid grade of C. Lake McKusick
in Stillwater was officially removed from Minnesota’s impaired waters list.

Local officials learn about successful efforts to clean up
Shields Lake.

Stillwater high school students sample invertebrates in Browns
Creek. Populations of fish and insects are flourishing in the
creek thanks to restoration efforts

In other good news, most of the best lakes in the region maintained their A-grade ratings. Within the Carnelian-Marine-St.
Croix watershed, Mays, Clear, Terrapin, East Boot, Square, Big Carnelian, Little Carnelian were successfully protected from
degradation. In other parts of the county, Pine Tree Lake (Grant), Jane and Olson (Lake Elmo), Long Lake (Mahtomedi), and Sunset
Lake (Hugo) also stayed great.
Local streams are flourishing as well. In Afton, Valley Branch Watershed District partnered with state agencies and local communities
to maintain clean water and naturally reproducing trout populations in Valley Creek. In Stillwater, Brown’s Creek Watershed
District completed several large projects over the past ten years to lower water temperatures and reduce pollution flowing into Browns
Creek. As a result, trout and rainbow darters are once again surviving and reproducing in the stream.
In addition, local government partners completed a number of large-scale projects during the past decade to reduce flooding risk,
improve water quality, provide better access to nature, and improve wildlife habitat. South Washington Watershed District and
Washington County built a bridge over Grey Cloud slough that allowed water to begin flowing freely through a backwater channel of
the Mississippi River for the first time in 50 years. The South Washington WD also completed four out of five components in a multiphase project to connect land-locked southern Woodbury to the Mississippi River, including making major improvements at Cottage
Grove Ravine Regional Park.
The Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District accomplished a four-year, multi-phase project to capture and filter 67% of the
stormwater flowing off of 35 acres of asphalt at the Maplewood Mall (up from just 3% before the project) using tree trenches,
raingardens, and a 5,700-gallon cistern. In addition, the Minnesota DNR created a new 6-mile paved trail across central Washington

County (Brown’s Creek); Washington Conservation District and Washington County installed a tunnel under Highway 4 to provide safe
passage for turtles and other wildlife; and nine local communities incorporated Minimal Impact Design Standards (MIDS) into their
city ordinances to ensure better stormwater management during development and redevelopment projects.
Best of all, during the past ten years, thousands of local citizens stepped up to protect water, woods and wildlife. The Washington
Conservation District sold 211,675 trees to local residents to plant in backyards, farms and woodlands. Landowners completed 1571
urban and agricultural conservation projects with support from cost-share, grant and permit programs. Twenty-seven local farmers
got certified through the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification program. Nine churches, seven homeowner associations,
seven schools, and five golf courses installed large-scale conservation projects on their land to reduce stormwater runoff, minimize
groundwater pumping, and create better wildlife habitat. Twenty local residents became Master Water Stewards through a partnership
with Freshwater Society and thirty were trained as St. Croix Master Watershed Stewards. Last, but not least, volunteers adopted 9979
storm drains across the Twin Cities metro area, including 285 in Washington County since April of 2019.
Stephanie
As we move into a new decade, I’m inspired by the hard work of our nonprofit and governmental partners and grateful for the
overwhelming support of local community members. Cheers to a new decade with clean water, healthy land, and abundant wildlife!

The turtle tunnel in northern Washington County helps to protect the endangered Blanding’s turtle and other wildlife.

2020 Brings $1.2 Million in New Clean Water Funds to the Forest Lake Area
By Angie Hong

On January 22, the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) approved $13.9 million in Clean Water Fund
grants to improve water quality in lakes, streams, and groundwater aquifers across the state. The Comfort Lake–Forest
Lake Watershed District was successful in securing two grants totaling more than $1.2 million for projects to improve
water quality in Forest Lake, Comfort Lake, the Sunrise River and ultimately the St. Croix River.
This first grant, worth $747,000, will treat 50% of the runoff flowing into the east basin of Forest Lake through Washington
Judicial Ditch 6 (WJD‐6) using a multi‐cell, iron‐enhanced sand filtration treatment system. The project is expected to keep
85 pounds of phosphorus out of Forest Lake every year, which is the equivalent of removing more than 40,000 pounds of
algae from the lake.
Iron‐enhanced sand filtration is a technology adapted for use in MN by University of Minnesota, St. Anthony Falls
Laboratory in 2005. The filters utilize a chemical process that causes phosphorus molecules to bind with iron in the sand
as water passes through. The ability to pull ‘dissolved’ phosphorus out of water makes iron‐sand filters unique
compared with other practices like stormwater ponds and sediment basins that can only catch phosphorus attached to
sediment and organic waste. Iron‐enhanced sand filters are also able to treat stormwater runoff in places with clay soil
or high water tables where raingardens don’t work.
Some of the first field scale projects using iron‐enhanced sand filters were built in the Forest Lake area by the Comfort
Lake‐Forest Lake Watershed District. The WJD‐6 filter will be the sixth IESF to be built in the CLFLWD. One prior example
was constructed in 2013 through a partnership with CLFLWD and Washington County. The iron‐enhanced sand filter
was installed as part of a large stormwater treatment project north of Broadway Ave., near Cedar Park. In the example
of the Broadway Ave. project, as well as all its other projects, the CLFLWD spent several years monitoring water quality
improvements at the outlet of the IESF to ensure it functioned as designed.
In 2020, Comfort Lake–Forest Lake Watershed District will also receive $492,000 in Clean Water funds to restore an
existing ditched wetland complex that discharges directly into the Sunrise River, just north of Forest Lake. The project will
increase flood storage capacity within 41.7 acres of District‐owned, tax forfeited property, and will keep 54 pounds per
year of phosphorus out of the Sunrise River and Comfort Lake. Because the Sunrise is one of the tributaries that carries
the highest amount of nutrients to the St. Croix River, the project is expected to produce benefits downstream as well.
Both the Forest Lake and the Sunrise River projects highlight the importance of using diagnostic monitoring to target cost‐
effective capital projects. Prior to developing these two projects, the Comfort Lake‐Forest Lake Watershed District
conducted water monitoring to measure the amount of phosphorus flowing into Forest Lake and Sunrise River from
various tributaries. The CLFLWD then engaged EOR Inc. to conduct an engineering study that pinpointed the best locations
for projects and most cost‐effective practices to use. A similar diagnostic process was used for previous watershed district
projects at Bixby Park and Shields Lake.
The Minnesota Clean Water Fund was created by a voter‐approved constitutional amendment in 2008. The Legacy
Amendment allocates three‐eighths of one percent of all sales tax revenue to projects that protect, enhance, and restore
wetlands, prairies, forests, and fish, game, and wildlife habitat; preserve arts and cultural heritage; support parks and
trails; and protect, enhance, and restore lakes, rivers, streams, and groundwater. Since 2008, the Legacy Amendment has
generated $971.5 million for the Minnesota Clean Water Fund.
To learn more about the Forest Lake or Sunrise River grant projects, head to the Comfort Lake–Forest Lake Watershed
District 2nd Annual State of the Watershed event on April 30th at Stella’s on 97. The event will run from 6:00pm‐8:00pm
with an optional reception starting at 5:00pm. More information at www.clflwd.org.

TURF TALKS
MARCH 21st or APRIL 4th @ FOREST LAKE CITY HALL

Is your lawn lounge-worthy?

Join your friends and neighbors for a
FREE lawn management workshop
taught by a local expert with over 30
years of turf experience!
Each session will teach you how to
analyze your lawn and get the best
return on investment from your time
and money while protecting our local
lakes and water resources!
Attend one session or stick around for
both! Free food & refreshments will
be available between sessions.

Session #1 (8:00 - 9:30am)
•
•
•
•

Mowing
Water Use
Weed Control
Plant Protectants

Session #2 (10:00 - 11:30am)
• Soil Testing
• Fertilization
• Calibration

RSVP online at www.clflwd.org or (651)-395-5850

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District

Watershed Champion Award
Program Details - 2020
The purpose of the Watershed Champion Award is to acknowledge and honor those whose contributions to water
stewardship have helped the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) achieve its mission of protecting
and improving local water resources. The Watershed Champion Award and Junior Watershed Champion Award (ages
18 and younger) will be presented annually by the CLFLWD to an individual, business, organization, or community for
having demonstrated exceptional stewardship of the water resources within the boundaries of the CLFLWD. Nomination
forms are available on the program web-page www.clflwd.org/watershed-champion.php. Award recipients will be named
at the annual CLFLWD State of the Watershed event in April, more information on this event can be found on the District’s
web-page www.clflwd.org.
Nominations
To nominate an individual, business, organization or community for the Award please provide all the information requested
on the nomination form. In order to be considered for the awards presented at the District’s State of the Watershed
gathering in April 2020, all nominations must be received by the deadline of March 31st, 2020. Nominations can be
submitted in-person, via e-mail to info@clflwd.org, or mailed to the District office at 44 Lake St. South, Suite A, Forest
Lake, MN 55025. Attachments that support the nomination are strongly encouraged. Please note that District managers,
staff, and consultants are not eligible for the award. Any nominations for such individuals will not be considered.
Award Criteria
Contributions to be recognized must:
•
•
•

Promote stewardship of water resources within the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District
Demonstrate observable or measurable results toward the District’s water quality goals.
Have been implemented after January 1st, 2016*

Examples of contributions include, but are not limited to: raised public awareness of a specific issue (such as responsible
road salt use, groundwater conservation, invasive species, etc.), creation of water resource-friendly public policy, protection
of a resource via a land trust or wetland restoration, voluntary completion of a rain garden or shoreline restoration project,
or economic development that is consistent with good water resource stewardship.
*Contributions implemented prior to January 1st, 2016 will be considered for the award on the condition that sufficient
supporting documentation is provided.
Nomination Scoring & Award Selection
Nomination Scoring:
All nominations received by the deadline of March 31st will be scored for consideration by the Selection Committee.
Nominations will be scored on a 5-point scale for two of the following criteria based on the nomination category selected:
Promotion of stewardship OR demonstration of observable or measurable results, and overall impact.
Selection Committee:
A five person committee consisting of one board member, one staff member, and three Citizen Advisory Committee
members will review nominations and select the award recipients. Committee members will score each nomination as
described above and aggregate scores will be used to help inform the Committee’s decision. One award will be given per
category. An award does not have to be given in each category if no nominee meets the criteria. An award may be given to
a previous winner if subsequent contributions justify doing so.
Form of Recognition:
A plaque inscribed with the individual’s name, contribution, and date of the award will be presented at the District’s yearly
State of the Watershed gathering in April and will thereafter be displayed permanently and prominently at the District
office. The recipient’s contribution will be shared with the large community through publication in the local newspapers
and Districts annual newsletter. Award recipients will receive an engraved award and a token of appreciation from the
District related to their water resource stewardship contribution.

Questions? Contact us at (651) 395-5850 or info@clflwd.org

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District

Watershed Champion Award
Nomination Form - 2020
The purpose of the Watershed Champion Award is to acknowledge and honor those whose contributions to water
stewardship have helped the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) achieve its mission of protecting
and improving local water resources. The Watershed Champion Award and Junior Watershed Champion Award (ages
18 and younger) will be presented annually by the CLFLWD to an individual, business, organization, or community for
having demonstrated exceptional stewardship of water resources within the boundaries of the CLFLWD. The deadline for
nominations is March 31st of each year. The winners will be named at the annual CLFLWD State of the Watershed event
in April. More detailed information on the awards program, including application and selection criteria, can be found on
the program web-page www.clflwd.org/watershed-champion.php
Nominee Information
Name of individual, business, organization or community
Contact information (phone, e-mail, or mailing address acceptable)

Nominator Information (if different from nominee)
Name
Phone

E-mail

Award & Contribution Details
Award Category (choose one)
Residential/Individual

Agricultural

Commercial/Community/Group

Municipal

Award Type (choose one)
Watershed Champion Award (ages 18+)

Junior Watershed Champion Award

Description of contribution

Describe what the nominee has done to benefit the water resources within the CLFLWD. Please include when the contribution occurred and
what waterbody was impacted. Attachments that support the nomination are strongly encouraged.

Questions? Contact us at (651) 395-5850 or info@clflwd.org

