Eurasian Watermilfoil
What is Eurasian Watermilfoil?
Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) is an aquatic invasive
species (AIS) - which means it is a plant that is not
native to Minnesota waterbodies. EWM can spread by
fragments getting tangled in boat propellers or attaching to rudders or boat trailers. Even a small piece can
form new roots and continue to grow in a new lake.
Today it is found in 160 lakes, rivers and streams in
Minnesota.
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Why is it bad?
EWM can make it difficult or near impossible to
swim, boat or paddle because it forms dense mats on
the water’s surface. It also grows so quickly that it can
crowd out native plants, disrupting the lake’s natural
habitat.

How do I identify EWM?
Eurasian Watermilfoil:
- Delicate, featherlike leaves
- Leaves become limp when out of the water
- 12-21 leaflets (leaflet pairs are the small
leaves opposite each other on the stem)
- Leaves arranged in whorls (circles) of 3-5
around the stem
- Long, thick spaghetti-like stems
- Small, reddish flowers mid-summer
Native Northern Watermilfoil:
- Rigid leaves forming a “Christmas tree”
- Leaves remain stiff when out of water
- 11 or fewer leaflets (usually 5-9)
- Leaves arranged in whorls (circles) of 4-6
around the whitish-green stem
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Can EWM be controlled?
EWM can be controlled using approved aquatic herbicides or by mechanical removal. Shoreline landowners may hand-pull up to a 2,500 square-foot area in front of their property (within 150 feet of the shore)
without a permit from the DNR. Larger treatment areas, or treatment using herbicide require a permit from
the DNR.
Herbicide treatment: Herbicides can be effective at controlling EWM. Remember to follow the label instructions when applying herbicides - the label is the law. Landowners may apply for an Aquatic Plant
Management Permit (APMP) with the MN DNR. The deadline for applications is August 1.
More information can be found at: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/apm/index.html
Mechanical removal: Hand pulling can be an effective mechanical control for EWM as well as cutting and
raking. All of these treatment options can spread plant fragments, therefore, make sure to contain all plant
and leaf fragments when hand-pulling, cutting or raking to reduce the spread. Removal of the plant’s root
wad often results in a longer-term control.
Transport after removal: Under most circumstances it is illegal to transport AIS. A DNR authorization
form is required when transporting EWM from your property to a disposal location. A link to this form can
be found on the DNR’s website here: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/ais_transport.html. Otherwise,
EWM can be disposed of on your own property, as it makes good compost.
Note: The limit on littoral area (i.e. the portion of the lake that is less than 15 feet in depth) allowed for
treatment with herbicide is 15% and the limit for mechanical treatment is 50%. The limit on the littoral area
allowed for both herbicide and mechanical treatment combined is 50%. These limits are cumulative and
include all permitted aquatic plant management activities on the lake.

For more information, visit the Comfort Lake - Forest Lake
Watershed District’s website at www.clflwd.org or contact them at
651-395-5850 or email info@clflwd.org

More information is available from the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/
aquaticplants/milfoil/index.html

