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What does meeting goals/state standards 
mean?

• Cleaner, clearer water
• See your toes in chest deep water

• Less frequent and less severe algae blooms

• A healthier, thriving lake ecosystem
• Healthy native plant community
• Thriving gamefish population

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District | 2022 Progress Summary

Context

2



What do we measure and 
why?

• Phosphorus: feeds algae

• Chl-a: measure of algae 
growth

• Secchi: measure of clarity

• Total suspended solids: 
measured in streams and 
lake inlets/outlets; 
indicator of land use in 
surrounding watershed
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Intro/Example

Update on lake nutrient impairments

1. Water Quality Samples: 
• Phosphorus standard and
• Chlorophyll-a or Secchi disk standard 
• >8 samples collected from 2 years within most recent 10-year period
• 10-year average phosphorus concentrations 
• 2 most recent summer averages and the individual samples

2. Trend/Management Activities
• Improving trend in total phosphorus or
• Management activities in place
• “Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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Little Comfort Lake

Delisting Verdict: 

Close, but not quite, do more projects

10-Year 
Average: 
48 µg/L

*“Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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Moody Lake

Delisting Verdict: 

Close, but not quite, continue monitoring

10-Year 
Average: 
82 µg/L

*“Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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Shields Lake

Delisting Verdict: 

Qualifies, but collect more years of data

10-Year 
Average: 
161 µg/L

*“Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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Comfort Lake

Delisting Verdict: 

Qualifies, but more projects in progress

10-Year 
Average: 
30 µg/L

*“Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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Bone Lake

Delisting Verdict: 

Qualifies!

10-Year 
Average: 
32 µg/L

*“Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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Bone Lake

Delisting Verdict: Qualifies!

Provide the data to PCA staff 
and they will decide.
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Forest Lake
Not Impaired

Protect against becoming impaired

Watershed projects address external loading, 
alum treatment will address internal loading

*“Significantly” improving/declining trends are statistically significant
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