
Lower St. Croix Watershed 
Partnership
January 11, 2024 Regular Board Meeting
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What is One Watershed One Plan?
(1W1P)

Purpose:

• Align local water planning under 
statutes 103C and 103D 

• Create a systematic, watershed-wide, 
science-based approach to watershed 
management;

• Build off existing local government 
procedures/data

• Focus on prioritized and targeted
actions, measurable progress

• Serve as a substitute for a local 
comp plan, if appropriate

More info: https://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-
watershed-one-plan 

https://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-plan
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-plan
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Lower St. Croix River Basin

15 partners include:

• Anoka Soil and Water Conservation 
District

• Brown's Creek Watershed District

• Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix 
Watershed District

• Chisago County

• Chisago Soil and Water 
Conservation District

• Comfort Lake-Forest Lake 
Watershed District

• Isanti County

• Isanti Soil and Water Conservation 
District

Lower St. 
Croix River 
Basin (MN)

CLFLWD

More info: https://www.lsc1w1p.org/our-partners 

• Middle St. Croix Watershed 
Management Organization

• Pine County

• Pine Soil and Water 
Conservation District

• South Washington Watershed 
District

• Valley Branch Watershed District

• Washington County

• Washington Conservation 
District

https://www.anokaswcd.org/
https://www.anokaswcd.org/
https://bcwd.org/
http://www.cmscwd.org/
http://www.cmscwd.org/
http://www.co.chisago.mn.us/
http://chisagoswcd.org/
http://chisagoswcd.org/
http://www.clflwd.org/
http://www.clflwd.org/
http://co.isanti.mn.us/isanti
https://www.isantiswcd.org/
https://www.isantiswcd.org/
https://www.lsc1w1p.org/our-partners
http://www.mscwmo.org/
http://www.mscwmo.org/
https://www.co.pine.mn.us/
https://www.pineswcd.com/
https://www.pineswcd.com/
http://www.swwdmn.org/
http://www.swwdmn.org/
http://www.vbwd.org/
https://www.co.washington.mn.us/
http://www.mnwcd.org/
http://www.mnwcd.org/
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Lower St. Croix Partnership Timeline

2017 

Initiation

- Partner organization
boards adopt 

resolutions to join 
planning process

2018-2020 
Planning

- One-time WBIF 
planning grant

- Aided by Keystone 
Waters and 

Freshwater Society

- Plan approved fall 
2020

2021-2030

10-yr Plan 
Implementation

- Biennial WBIF 
implementation

grants

- Annual work plans

WBIF = Watershed Based Implementation Funding 
(subsection of Clean Water Fund state grant program)
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Lower St. Croix Partnership Structure

• LSC operates under a Joint 
Powers Agreement (JPA)
• not a Joint Powers Entity (JPE)

• Actions must be taken by each 
partner board, rather than the 
Policy Committee acting as its 
own board
• E.g., approving work plans, 

amendments

Board Level

Staff Level

Partner Boards
(ultimate decision-making)

LSC CWMP Pg 6More info: https://www.lsc1w1p.org/transition-documents  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b0dadc59772aeb1df30d0d8/t/5f9aea83cfd1f030c1d3bb17/1603988135744/Final+Lower+St+Croix+Comp+Plan+OCT+2020.pdf#page=6
https://www.lsc1w1p.org/transition-documents
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WBIF Funding Allocation Process

State allocates 
biennial grant 

amount for 

1) Metro portion 
of LSC

2) Non-metro 
portion of LSC 

Partnership 
holds convene 

meeting to 
decide

1) Pool metro + 
non-metro 

funds, or

2) Keep 
separate

Past two years, 
funds have 

been pooled 
and distributed 

according to 
process 

determined by 
LSC Partnership

Washington

Ramsey

Anoka

Chisago

Pine

Isanti

Non-Metro

Metro







Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District | LSC Partnership 9

WBIF Grant Approval Process

• Grant isn’t “competitive” like CWF 
Projects & Practices program

• Not intended to be “first-come-first-
serve” either

• Policies try to put emphasis on 

• Prioritized, Targeted, Measurable

• Ties back to LSC Comprehensive 
Watershed Mgmt. Plan

• WBIF Project Request Forms and Templates:
• Project Request Form Template
• Attachment 1 - Project Review Process
• Attachment 2 - CWMP Priority Waterbody Maps
• Attachment 3 - CWMP Appendix C Scoring Matrix
• Attachment 4 - Wetland Restoration Scoring Matrix
• Attachment 5 - Internal Analysis Request for Funding
• Attachment 6 - Internal Analysis Selection Criteria
• Attachment 7 - Targeting Analysis Eligibility Criteria

More info: https://www.lsc1w1p.org/plan-forms 

https://www.lsc1w1p.org/plan-forms




Two implementation grants have been awarded to the 
Lower St. Croix Partnership so far.

• FY21 WBIF Total: $1,264,531 (Metro + Non-Metro)

• FY23 WBIF Total: $1,278,579 (Metro + Non-Metro)

• FY25 WBIF not yet awarded, $1,266,380 (Metro) + $778,691 
(Non-Metro) = $2,045,071 (WBIF total) (convene mtg TBD)

Funds rec’d by CLFLWD = $333,649

• Sunrise River Project: $300,449

• Forest Lake Internal Load Assessment: $16,500

• Wyoming Enhanced Street Sweeping Study: $5,700

• Diagnostic Monitoring Protocols: $3,000

• Admin/Reporting Assistance: $8,000

Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix WD and WCD completed the Scandia 
Enhanced Street Sweeping Study
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LSC WBIF Grants & Work in CLFLWD
Sunrise River Project

Forest Lake Internal Load Assessment

Enhanced Street Sweeping
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Upcoming Work

Metro Convene Mtg 2023 Yearend Reporting Project Tracker

Metro partners meet 
and decide to pool FY25 
WBIF grant funds or 
not to pool

Partners submit 
reporting to Keystone 
Waters – report out on 
WBIF grants and 
broader Comp. Plan

BWSR state-wide 
initiative to help 1W1P 
partnerships track and 
report progress on 
Comp. Plans
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