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Shorelme buffers offer many beneflts

: shoreline buffer is a str1p of .
7 ,natlve vegetation left un-

mowed (“natural”}along your

shoreline. Many natural shoreline

buffers have béen eliminated along -

our lakes’ shorelines due to efforts by
owners. In most cases the lake wins -
‘and the shoreline is destroyed, leav-
ing little wildlife habitat and a hlghly
_eroded shoreline.

What are the beneﬁts of a shore-
-hne buffer?

Expansive. lawns ‘mowed a]l the'_:

way to the.water’s edges, -and- no

aquatic vegetation are all too often
the norm. Landscaping shoreland-

lots 16 achieve this ideal’ has led to |
.a:serious loss of natural shoreland
habitat "and.- detenoratmg quahty of
our lakes '

By mowing to the water’s edge,
many owners are unaware ‘that they
are destroying the balance of the
- aquatic and shoreline ecosystems and

- altering the wildlife habitai, natural
beauty and character of the shore—
line.

Spec1ﬁc benefits of a shorehne buf-
fer include:

Buffers prevent soil erosion - Na-
tive shrubs and plants have root
lengths of 18 inches or more which

help hold the soil in place, minimiz- -

ing erosion. Lawn grass (bluegrass)
is a- shallow rooted species (about 3

mches) that carmot protect soil as,
We]i asnative shrubs and plants can,.

" Buffers keep fertlhzer dnveway ,

runoff soils and other excess.nutri-
ents from washing directly into the

Jske. When these items entet ‘the lake,.

fish spawning beds can be déstroyed,

“dissolved oxygen is depleted arrd al-.

_gae and aquat1c plant growth
couraged ~

A good buffer can remove-as much'
“as 70-95 percent of mcommg nutrr— .
ents and: other pollutanis from the-

runoff into the Lake .

Trees in’ a buf‘fer shade the shore-
line and cool the water. Cooler water
- keeps fish eggs from. overheatmg and
reduces algae growth o

Buﬂ'ers reduce.the number of mos-
guitoes. . Vegetated buifers - provide

resting or feeding-areas-for: mosqmto.-f
SR -_'range a free visit'with & runoff man:

““agement professional,.contact Randy
Anhorn,
“at the CLFLWD offices at 651- -209-
9753 or

predators such as dragonﬂles

_ Buffers; reduce ‘the number of
Canada Geese .on your lawn Cinada

-Geese are’ genelally reluctant to walk’
“through fall vegetatlon 80 developmg :
a:shoreline. buffer is a natural way to
reduce therr presence on Jawns. ™

o Buffers reduice - your time spent
mowing. Once estabhshed shorehne-g
buffer needs very little care: and is-

nevel mowed.,

Buffers protect valuable near shore B

‘habitat. Ninety percent of all lake life
is born, raised ‘and fed in the area

Where the land and water meet.

Natural shorelmes are more acs-
thetlcally pleasing,

: Tll_lS may be difficult to realize

-at first, but, orce you take a look
-around, you will notice how beautifu}
‘a shoreline with trees and vegetation

. is" compared to a mowed shorehne

1 . 'w1th erosion. problems.

To’ help reduce erosion, increase

-1nf|ltrat10n and clean up stormwater
ranoff, the Comfort Lake — Forest
- Lake: Watershed District has initi-
" . ated"4. cost-share incentive program

for projects such as shoreline buffers

*_and raingardens, that improve water
quality, decreases stormwater runofT,
~and preserves native plant and wild-

life- communities around our lakes
and streams

For more mformatlon or to ar-

admmlstrator/lunnologrst

send an e-mail tor randy.
anhorn@c]ﬂwd org. ‘

Addrtmnal mformatlon ()i the

CLFLWD s cost—share program can
" be found at cliiwd. orgs. .
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